
 

Mailing Address: 

285 W. Water Street 

Chillicothe, OH  45601 

 

Office Telephone 

740-774-1407 

 

Office Hours 

Mon-Thurs: 

9:00-12:00 

1:00-4:00 

Fri: 

9:00-12:00 

 

St. Vincent DePaul 

740-772-2812 

 

Bishop Flaget School 

740-774-2970 
 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 8:00 am 

11:30 am 

Monday: 5:30 pm 

Tuesday: 8:30 am 

Wednesday: 8:30 am 

Thursday: 5:30 am 

Friday:  

9:30 am 

(at Bishop Flaget 

during school year) 

8:30 am 

(summer in church) 

 

Eucharistic  

Adoration 

In Chapel: 

Tuesdays 6:00 a.m. to 

Thursdays 5:00 p.m. 

In Church 

Thursdays 6:00—9:00 p.m. 

 

Confessions 

Mondays: 5:00-5:15 p.m. 

Thursdays: 5:00-5:15 p.m. 

Saturdays: 4:00-4:30 p.m. 

Or by appointment by con-

tacting one of the priests 

A Community founded on Adora-

tion and presence to the Poor 

From the desk of Fr. Hahn 
 

The Rock 
Newsletter of St. Peter Catholic Church 

Chillicothe, Ohio 

Winter 2020 

“ . . . You are Peter, and upon this rock 

I shall build my church, and the gates of 
the nether world shall not prevail 

against it.” — Matthew 16:18 

 Happy Lent!  We are now in the great forty days fast lead-
ing up to the holiest week of the year and wonderful Easter mys-
teries.  This is a time to turn our hearts back to the Lord, a time to 
repent and confess, a time to make a new beginning with God.  
The Lord says to each of us  “I will take you into the desert and 
speak to you and our love will be like it was in your youth” (see 
Hosea 2:14-15).  God is a God of new beginnings.  He is always 
ready to allow us to start anew with Him. 

 Speaking of new beginnings, I thought I would use this 
column to restate what is happening and what is going to happen, 

especially as I have not communicated it in this forum yet, only through the bulletin and pul-
pit.  As most of you probably know, last November the Bishop named me the new vocations 
director for the diocese and announced that the current consortium would be dissolved this 
coming July and a new one formed.  At that time St. Colman will become its own stand-
alone parish.  In Chillicothe, Fr. Hummer, the pastor of St. Mary’s, will retire and a new con-
sortium of St. Peter, St. Mary and St. Mary-Waverly will be formed.  

 Pastoral changes in the diocese normally occur on the second Tuesday of July.  That 
means these changes will take place July 14.  At that time the new pastor will arrive and take 
up his service. We do not yet know if either Fr. Beal or Fr. Lynch will be left as the parochial 
vicar in the new consortium. There will be a parochial vicar but whether that is a new priest 
or one of our current parochial vicars is not yet known. 

 At this point we do not know who the new pastor will be.  The Bishop with the con-
sultation of the personnel board (an elected board of priests of the diocese who assist the 
bishop in making those decisions) should be making the decision in the next few weeks.  I 
hope it will be decided and communicated to us around Easter but I do not know that for 
sure.  

 In the meantime, I would like for us to pray a Novena to St. Joseph, Patron of the 
Universal Church, for the selection and for the good of our new pastor and priests.  St. Jo-
seph as foster-father of Jesus continues in this role for Jesus’ Body, the Church.  Therefore, 
we ask for his special intercession for the future leadership of our parish.  St. Joseph’s feast 
day is March 19 so we will pray the Memorare of St. Joseph after each Mass as a Novena 
beginning on March 10. A Novena is a nine-day prayer that then normally culminates with a 
feast day on the following day.  This is patterned on the account in the Acts of the Apostles 
that the Lord ascended to Heaven 40 days after Easter. The Church then gathered in prayer 
every day for nine days praying for the Holy Spirit to come.  Then on the tenth day, the Holy 
Spirit came in the event of Pentecost.   

 Prayer cards will be in the pews the weekend of March 7-8.  This way you can take 
them home and pray the Novena March 10-March 19.  If you happen to be attending Mass 
during those days, we will be praying it as a community at the end of the Masses.  

 Let us continue to keep the Bishop and his consultors in our prayers during this time. 
May they be guided by the Holy Spirit to choose the priest that God intends for our parish 
and may that priest be blessed as he prepares to take up his role.   St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
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St. Vincent de Paul Society—Robert 
Weisenberger, Secretary 

 

A Community founded on Adoration and presence to the Poor 

Infant of Prague Adoration Chapel 

Open to the public:  

Tuesdays-Thursdays 

7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Entrance at other times  

by  Access Code.  

Call the parish office for current code. 

Have you signed up to spend an hour 
with our Lord in the Adoration Chapel? 
 
We now have an online system for 
tracking this and it has the ability to 
send you a reminder either by text, 
email, or telephone call. 
 

Sign up at: 
stpeter.weadorehim.com  
Passcode ROCK 

 Highlights from St. Peter’s, St. Vincent de Paul 
Society for the period October 1, 2018 through September 
30, 2019 (Fiscal Year 2019) are as follows: 

 Your generosity from our 5th Sunday collections, 
your use of the Sunday donation envelopes designating St. 
Vincent de Paul, along with food, and other donations con-
tinues to be greatly appreciated and a blessing for those we 
serve. 

 We assist those we serve by helping them through 
some of their unusual life challenges and struggles.  We 
have arrangements with other community agencies, local 
stores, pharmacies, utilities for water, electric and gas.  The 
Treasurer writes checks and mails them to these providers 
when the need arises.  

 Our Food Pantry volunteers have assisted 4,974 
individuals and family members with food from our 
shelves.   

 Other person-to-person works of service provided 
by our volunteers include home visits, prison visits, hospi-
tal visits, eldercare visits, spiritual aid and sacraments 
meeting with 1,730 individuals. 

 Our large refrigerator and freezer allows us to 
stock such items as milk, eggs, meat, bread, and in season, 
fresh fruit and vegetables. Some of the food is donated and 
some is purchased.   Referrals are made to the Good Sa-
maritan Food Bank, The Goodwill Store, and the Chil-
dren’s Clothing Bank for shoes and clothing.  This fiscal 
year our referrals have assisted 1,939 individuals and we 
have provided gasoline vouchers and bus fare to assist 654 
individuals.  Our total expenses have exceeded $75,100.00.   

 The estimated dollar value of donated food to our 
pantry exceeds $58,700.00.  The estimated dollar value of 
food distributed exceeds $55,600.00.   The cost of food 
purchased to stock the Food Pantry exceeded $7,000.00. 

 The Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary (FIH) Sister Leonard Mary, Sister Zephrina Mary, 
Sister Saima Mary, and Sister Ruhitha Mary continue to 
provide readings, meditations, and reflections at our meet-
ings and are available in the food pantry to offer prayer 
with individuals when requested.  Chris Hiles, Evangeliza-
tion Director, has also been present to offer encouragement 
and hope to those we serve while they wait their turn to 
receive assistance.    
 We want to thank those who helped stock our re-
frigerator and freezer, and the Knights of Columbus Fr. 
Griffin Council 15793 who have truly become partners in 
assisting us with our food drives.  We also want to thank 
our other contributors and most importantly all of our pa-
rishioners for the support and prayers you have provided to 
help us help those we serve. 

Sample of Food Donation Box from the Reverse Advent Cal-
endar Food Drive.  Don’t forget to participate in the 40 Cans 
for Lent Food Drive sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. 

http://stpeter.weadorehim.com/
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By Deacon Hauser 

Since previous articles have discussed the vestments 
used in our liturgies, it seemed appropriate this time, to write 
about three of the most familiar sacred vessels we use – the 
Paten, the Chalice and the Ciborium – each of which has its 
own purpose and development.  

By way of introduction, here is what the General 
Instruction for the Roman Missal states about the sacred ves-
sels:  

327. Among the requisites for the celebration of 
Mass, the sacred vessels are held in special honor, 
especially the chalice and paten, in which the bread 
and wine are offered and consecrated, and from 
which they are consumed. 
The word “paten” comes from a Latin word 

(“patina”) which seems to have come from a Greek word, 
“patane” meaning “plate”. Today, we know it as a small shal-
low plate, usually of precious metal like gold or silver used to 
hold the bread offered during the Offertory and then the Body 
of Christ. We also use other larger patens which hold quanti-
ties of consecrated hosts for distribution to the faithful.   

During the early days of Christian liturgies, one 
might see a rather large paten used to collect bread and other 
offerings from the congregation. As a result, patens could be 
very large – some as much as twenty or thirty pounds. Imag-
ine passing a 30 pound “offering plate” around the church! At 
one time, patens were made of various materials such as glass, 
wood, silver and gold. For example, Pope Zephyrinus (A.D. 
198-217) preferred vessels of glass in liturgies. Pope Urban 
(A.D. 222-230) used sacred vessels of silver (although the use 
of glass was also widespread). Pope Sylvester (A.D. 314-335) 
reportedly built the Basilica of St. Agnes and donated 2 silver 
patens to the basilica, each weighing 20 lbs. Over the course 
of centuries, patens became much smaller and simple.  

“Chalice” comes from a Latin word “calix” (cup or 
mug), which was borrowed from the Greek “kulix” (cup).  
The ancient Roman calix was a drinking vessel which was in 
common use, frequently at banquets because it represented 
families and tradition. It stands to reason that the Gospel ac-
counts of the Institution of the Eucharist and St. Paul’s state-
ment about “the cup of blessing which we bless” (1 Corinthi-
ans 10:16) would make the chalices which we use in the Mass 
very important.  

Some early chalices had a large bowl and two han-
dles, but over time, the size of the bowl became smaller and 
the base became larger for better stability. Just as earlier ver-
sions of chalices were made of a variety of different materials, 
it was not until the legalization of Christianity by the Roman 
Empire in the 4th century, that silver and gold became the 
usual materials for the chalice. Eventually, church authorities 
dictated the construction, blessing, and treatment of chalices.  

Of course, we know that the ciborium is the contain-
er which resembles the chalice, used for distributing and re-
serving the Blessed Sacrament. For this reason, the material 
should be gold or silver (base metals are sometimes allowed), 
but the interior must be always lined with gold. We’re not 
really sure where the term “ciborium” comes from. Some peo-
ple think it comes from the Latin word cibus ("food") – After 
all, it contains the Bread of Life!  

Others think “chalice” comes 
from the Greek kirorion, "cup". Over 
time, they have been called “capsa”, 
“pyxis”, “cuppa”, “turris” and columba 
as well. This style of vessel was com-
monly used for drinking in ancient 
Egypt and Greece. In medieval Latin, 
and now in English, "Ciborium" now 
refers to the covered container used in 
Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran 
and related churches to store the conse-
crated hosts of the sacrament of Holy 
Communion.  

During the first three centuries 
of the Church, the Blessed Sacrament 
was not generally reserved in churches 
for fear of sacrilege or desecration. But 
according to St. Jerome, some Christians kept the Eucharist in 
silver boxes in their homes so they could receive the Eucharist at 
the time of death, but there is evidence that by the fourth century 
it was reserved in churches, but only for the sick. In the fifth and 
sixth centuries it became more common to keep Eucharist in 
churches. By the 16th Century, reservation in a tabernacle became 
the custom, and is universal throughout the Western Church.  
 Here is more of what the General Instruction for the 
Roman Missal prescribes for sacred vessels:  

328. Sacred vessels are to be made from precious metal. 
If they are made from metal that rusts or from a metal less pre-
cious than gold, then ordinarily they should be gilded on the in-
side. 

329. In the dioceses of the United States of America, 
sacred vessels may also be made from other solid materials that, 
according to the common estimation in each region, are precious, 
for example, ebony or other hard woods, provided that such ma-
terials are suited to sacred use and do not easily break or deterio-
rate. This applies to all vessels which hold the hosts, such as the 
paten, the ciborium, the pyx, the monstrance, and other things of 
this kind. 

330. As regards chalices and other vessels that are in-
tended to serve as receptacles for the Blood of the Lord, they are 
to have bowls of nonabsorbent material. The base, on the other 
hand, may be made of other solid and worthy materials. 

331. For the consecration of hosts, a large paten may 
appropriately be used; on it is placed the bread for the priest and 
the deacon as well as for the other ministers and for the faithful. 

332. As to the form of the sacred vessels, the artist may 
fashion them in a manner that is more in keeping with the cus-
toms of each region, provided each vessel is suited to the intend-
ed liturgical use and is clearly distinguishable from those intend-
ed for everyday use. 

333. For the blessing of sacred vessels, the rites pre-
scribed in the liturgical books are to be followed. 
 
Hope you’ve found the article interesting and informative! 
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Secular Franciscans 

Offering mass is the high point of 
priesthood. The wonder, awe, and 
grandeur of Christ living in me 
and all priests during the liturgy is 
beyond words amazing. As 
flawed as I am, Christ’s unfath-
omable strength works through 
priests like me to change ordinary 

bread and wine into His risen body, blood, soul, and 
divinity. The Good Lord surges through me when 
preaching and proclaiming His Holy Word. What brings 
me intense joy is the Trinity’s grace in moments of min-
istry to families and individuals that have experienced 
pain. During trying times unearthly peace resides in my 
heart and wells up as a gift shared. It is beautiful beyond 
words to accompany parishioners through difficult 
times. It is God through me that   imparts His love. The 
Trinity has destroyed death and brought light and im-
mortality to life through the gospel. God rushes into me 
and through me to heal the broken hearted and those 
crushed in spirit. I have witnessed numerous people ex-
periencing the Living Savior of world. They find the 
Trinity loving them in the mists of the blackness of be-
reavement and despondency. I am supercharged by the 
God of the Universe who makes His power felt breaking 
into perplexity. He bestows joy, peace and other gifts 
and fruits of the Holy Spirit to reverse despair, dejec-
tion, and desperation. It is a privilege to announce that 
there is heaven, that there is an end to suffering, that 
there is eternal life, and that we will receive a risen glo-
rified body in paradise. By giving abundant hope, truth, 
and love to hurting souls is inestimably enriching. It 
makes me spiritually hungry to give more love away, 
reach more with great kindness, and to inspire and edu-
cate those trapped in error. I vividly remember helping a 
young man who had been in prison and away from the 
sacraments for 14 years. He experienced an explosion of 
God ‘s rich mercy. He cried, while his whole body trem-
bled as he poured out his heart acknowledging his sins, 
stating his sorrow, and his firm resolve to amend the evil 
that he inflicted. After confession, his face changed.  He 
had a beautiful smile and said, “I have never had this 
peace before in my life. I am lite and free! It’s like a 
mountain has been suddenly lifted from my shoulders...” 
That happy instance and many other pivotable experi-
ences invigorates my service as a priest. It is awesome 
to behold the little faces of kids at Bishop Flaget school. 

I love seeing them light up like torches when they grasp 
something about God and His wonderful Catholic Church. 
Before I became a priest, I devoted myself to relentless 
study of scripture and sacred tradition. I read the Bible 
twice, obtained a bachelor and master’s degree in Theolo-
gy, a specialization catechetics, taught high school theolo-
gy, lead several bible studies, and studied numerous 
church documents. I cannot put into words how from my 
early 20s I longed for the opportunity to share my entire 
life with God and others as a priest.  I look back and have 
deep appreciation for my 10 years of service in the pro-life 
movement. It was truly formative and helpful in saving 
lives. I am now wholly fulfilling what I wanted so badly. 
It is enthralling to be a priest at age 42. I am doing what I 
have been made for. May the Blessed Virgin Mary, her 
most chaste spouse, Saint Joseph and St. John Marie Vian-
ney pray for me, and for all priests to be holy, healthy, and 
effective in God’s service. May the Trinity be glorified in 
me and in all priests now and forever. Amen. 

Reflecting on his priesthood 

By Fr., Brian Beal 

 

Secular Franciscans 

By Sylvia Ramsey 

 The Nature of the Secular Franciscan Order:  St. 
Francis founded a true Order, that of the Tertiaries, not 
restricted by religious vows. The word Order means the 
participation in the discipline and actual austerity of the 
Franciscan spirituality while remaining in the autonomy 
typical of our lay and secular condition, often entails sac-
rifices which are not lesser than those experienced in the 
Religious and Priestly life. 
 Our call is to do what Jesus taught, to follow Him 
into the lives of the poor, the rejected, the people discard-
ed by the society, because that is where He is and where 
he serves. 
 The Secular Franciscan Order here in Chillicothe 
was inspired by our Franciscan sisters here in St. Peter's 
parish.  Nine of us accepted the Initiation to the Order in 
2018.  We currently have 4 Aspirants.  We are under the 
Fraternity of Padre Pio in Columbus.  Our apostolic 
works as of now are  visits the to homebound as well as  
those who are sick and in the Nursing homes.  We gather 
every last Thursday of the month 6 to 8 pm. We pray ves-
pers together and reflect on the Franciscan spirituality, 
and its impact in our daily challenges.  Everyone is wel-
come to attend. 
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Colonel (ret) Bridget Rourke speaks at the Annual Veterans 
Appreciation Dinner.   

Dan Kulhanek closes the 
Veterans Dinner playing 
Amazing Grace on  the 

bagpipes 

Various military uniforms  from 
parishioners was a new addition to 
this year’s Veterans  Display. 

Ross County Right to Life Float for the Chillicothe 
Halloween Parade 

At the Halloween Parade 

Pilgrims to the  Holy Land after renewing their baptismal promises at the Jordan River. 
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 Couples on the pilgrimage renewed their wedding vows with Fr. Hahn while in Cana. 

 

At the Wailing Wall . . . 

At Caiaphas’ house . . . Where Jesus was kept. 
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Bob French vacuum seals homemade 
cookies sent in the Christmas care 
packages to our soldier deployed 
away from home this Christmas 

Even in the rain, we honor our 
deceased veterans at St. Margaret’s 
Cemetery as part of Wreaths Across 
America 

Ross County March for Life at the County Courthouse 

Fr. Hahn delivers his Christmas Homily.  Did 
you know you can find most of his and Fr. 
Beal’s homilies online at the parish website? 

Our Consortium representatives at the March for Life in DC. 

PSR students working on notes for the Blessing Box bags 
they donated. 
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Thank you to these businesses that helped sponsor the 
2020 Murder Mystery Dinner to raise money for Catholic 
Youth Summer Camp Scholarships and the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry. 

Fr. Hahn trying to get a confession out of one of the attendees . . . . . 

Questioning suspects 

Can you tell who did it from this motley crew . . .??? Fun time had by all in attendance! 
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The Corporal Works of Mercy are found in the teachings 
of Jesus and give us a model for how we should treat all 
others, as if they were Christ in disguise.  They "are chari-
table actions by which we help our neighbors in their bodi-
ly needs" (USCCA).  They respond to the basic needs of 
humanity as we journey together through this life.  

 

How can you incorporate the Works of Mercy into your 
Lenten journey this year?  Continue reading for some sug-
gestions. 

Feed the Hungry – Donate food or time to our St. Vin-
cent de Paul Food Pantry, donate to the Lenten Of-
fering Box project, participate in the Knights of 
Columbus 40 Cans for Lent, volunteer at the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry 

Give Drink to the Thirsty – have your family / group 
collect bottled water for the food pantry or home-
less shelter, donate to a charity that helps provide 
clean water the areas in need, check with the Red 
Cross for their disaster relief efforts 

Shelter the Homeless – volunteer at a homeless shel-
ter, donate or volunteer with Habitat for Humanity, 
donate or make blankets for the homeless shelter, 

Visit the Sick – Give blood, volunteer/visit at a nursing 
home, visit an elderly neighbor, make a meal for a 
sick parishioner, send a card to someone on our 
prayer list in the bulletin 

Bury the Dead – send a card to someone who has lost 
a loved one, visit the cemetery, make food or vol-
unteer for parish bereavement luncheons, sing in 
the funeral choir 

Give Alms to the Poor – participate in the Lenten of-
fering box program, donate to a charity that assists 
the poor in the area i.e. St. Vincent de Paul Society, 
the Assistance House, Good Samaritan Food Pan-
try 

Corporal Works of Mercy  

(some items taken from USCCB.org) 

 
3rd Annual K of C Council 15793 

Scholarship  

Fundraiser 

 

Saturday, May 9, 2020 

6:00 p.m. 

St. Peter Parish Hall 

 

Wine Tasting! 

Contact a Knight 
or 

The parish office 

For tickets 

 

Did you know the Holy Family Library is 

open during regular office hours?  Come 
in during the week day, sit and read a book 
or check it out.  Did you know our library 

has more than just books?   There are au-
dio CDs with various talks from Lighthouse 
media.  There are also DVDs of various 
saints as well as Movies such as  Wonder, the 
Blindside, Unplanned, and Breakthrough. 

Knights of Columbus 15793 

By Bob Kight 

 The Knights have participated in many projects 
over the winter months. We have our Pancake Breakfast 
on the 3rd Sunday of each month after the 8am and 
11:30am Mass in the parish hall. We pray a Rosary for 
addictions at 6:15pm in the church on the 2nd and 4th 
Mondays every month. All are welcome to join us, we 
welcome any intentions you may have. 

 We welcomed three new members to our coun-
cil this winter. Dr. Greg Thompson, James Felcon and 
Mark Friend. We are happy to welcome these gentlemen 
and encourage all men in our parish to consider joining 
our ranks. 

 We participated for the first time in the Christ-
mas cards for Seminarians. The Diocese sends out self 
addressed envelopes for individual Seminarians, to 
Knights who wish to participate. We wrote a message in 
the card and a $25.00 gift card to cover Christmas shop-
ping, or any other needs they may have. Several of our 
members participated. 

 We participated in the VA Christmas Dinner 
again this year, we distributed gift bags to patients in 
Building 210, and helped prepare and serve dinner to the 
Veterans. After the meal the Veterans played bingo. This 
event was organized by Joe Zupi, and worked by Knights 
and their families.  We also participated in a Big-Time 
wrestling event on February 8th. We provided hot dogs 
and chips, desserts and drinks were provided by another 
council in the Diocese. We had a good time, it was very 
entertaining. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/25:31
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/25:31
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/us-catholic-catechism-for-adults/index.cfm
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 Since 2007, after his arrival here at St. Peter 
Church, Fr. Hahn has been taking teens and adults on a 
pilgrimage to the March for Life in Washington DC 
each January.  This past March pilgrimage was the last 
one he would lead for our parish.  I began reflecting 
back on this as he asked me to attend and help lead 
one last time “for old times sake”.  Myself and/or Bob 
have attended all but three of these Marches with him.  
There are numerous memories and stories that go 
along with those from sleeping on gym floors at Cath-
olic University of America, having the bus driving on 
a narrow road on the side of a mountain in snow and 
freezing rain, sitting for hours at the Basilica waiting 
for Mass to begin, to having members become ill with 
the flu and/or fainting.  But the best memories are sit-
ting back and watching our youth grow in faith and 
fellowship, realizing they are not alone in the Catholic 
faith and their overwhelming passion for Life! 

 Fr. Hahn always starts our journey out with 
reminding those attending about the 4 P’s of Pilgrim-
age.  The first “P” is people – people come from all 
over to one location.  For the March at large, the peo-
ple converge on Washington DC from all over the 
United States (Louisiana had 14 bus loads!).  Some 
travel for days to attend the March from areas such as 
Florida, Arizona, Colorado, and Louisiana to name a 
few.  For our little group, this year we had teens from 
Chillicothe, Waverly, Washington Courthouse, Logan 
and Xenia, Ohio.  The second “P” is purpose – a com-
mon purpose for the gathering of people.  Obviously, 
the purpose for all of us is standing for the Respect for 
Life, from conception to natural death, but especially 
in the case of the March for Life, for those who are 
aborted.  The third “P” is place.  The main place is 
Washington DC, but there have been sub-places in our 
past trips such as the National Shrine of the Basilica of 
the Immaculate Conception.  The fourth “P” is pen-
ance.  This P can take its form in many ways for the 
individual pilgrim . . . from being stuffed on a bus for 
hours, sleeping on a gym floor (and a mouse run over 
your head), arising way too early in the morning, sit-
ting on the floor of the Basilica for Mass or even just 
being on the same trip with someone that annoys you. 

 One of the things that always amazed me 
when we attended Mass at the Basilica the evening 
before the March, is the number of seminarians, 
priests, bishops, and cardinals that would attend this 
Mass.  The procession would last 45 minutes.  People 
stretching their necks to see over other people in the 
hopes of seeing “their priest” in the procession.  Of 

course, I would not be there the year that Cardinal Dolan 
kissed Sr. Leonard on the cheek during the entrance proces-
sion!  Kids were treating these ordinary clergymen like rock 
stars.  Our goal was to try and break Fr. Hahn to get him to 
wave to us in procession!  And yes, we did succeed . . . fi-
nally! 

 I think back to all the teens that have attended these 
pilgrimages with us.  There have been teens firm in their 
faith.  Teens that just wanted to get out of town.  Teens that 
brought their non-Catholic friends with them, some of 
which later joined the Catholic church and brought family 
members with them.  Some teens and even adults were on 
the fence about being pro-life and leaning toward pro-
choice.  After attending, their minds were changed to pro-
life mostly because of the witness of other teens and their 
desire to respect all life.  But all, after returning home, had 
their spirituality renewed and it showed on their tired faces. 

 We pray that these trips will end soon.  That Roe v. 
Wade will be overturned.  It will be because of the outcry 
from the generation that consists of these teens.  They are 
on fire for life!   

Reflecting on the March for Life 
Pilgrimages 

By Jenny French 

Divine Mercy Cenacles 
By Judy Harness 

 The members of both Divine Mercy Cenacles 
have taken the message of mercy to the world.  Members 
of the cenacle recently trained at the VA Medical Center 
in Chillicothe to volunteer for the "No Veteran Dies Alone 
program".  The VA contacts volunteers to come and sit by 
the bedside of the dying veteran offering support and pray-
er (as requested).  The cenacle members take images of the 
Divine Mercy, rosaries, and prayer cards to the veterans 
and members will pray the Chaplet and other prayers for 
the dying per the patient's permission. This ministry fol-
lows the desire of Jesus as transcribed in the Diary of St. 
Faustyna: "At the hour of their death, I defend as My 
own glory every soul that will say this chaplet; or when 
others say if for a dying person, the pardon is the 
same.  When this chaplet is said by the bedside of a dy-
ing person, God's anger is placated, unfathomable 
mercy envelops the soul and the 
very depths of My tender mercy 
are moved for the sake of the sor-
rowful Passion of My Son". (811)  
Members have already prayed the 
chaplet at the bedside of a number of 
veterans as well as others in nursing 
homes and hospitals in the hopes to 
defend them at the hour of their 
death through these promises.  If you 
know of anyone who may be in need 
of these prayers, please contact Judy 
Harness at 740-774-1407 
or judyharness53@gmail.com. 

mailto:judyharness53@gmail.com
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Military Ministry  
By Jenny French 

Miryante Orphans Home 
By Diane Corcoran 

The Military Ministry had a busy fall and winter.  On 
November 3, the annual Veterans Appreciation Dinner was 
held.  This year, the guest speaker was Colonel 
(Retired) Bridget Rourke.  COL (R) Rourke graduated from 
Bishop Flaget High School and attended the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, NY.  Upon graduation from 
the Academy, she was commissioned as an officer in the Mili-
tary Intelligence branch and served on Active Duty for over 
29 years until her retirement in September, 2015.  COL (R) 
Rourke has deployed three times and served overseas assign-
ments in Germany, South Korea, Iraq and Djibouti.  She has 
commanded at the Platoon, Company, Battalion and Brigade 
levels and has spent the better part of her career in Heavy 
Mechanized/Armor units.  COL (R) Rourke speech was very 
interesting and insightful. 

For this year’s display, we added uniforms from the 
various branches of the military.  There were Army uniforms 
from the 1940s and 1970s, Marine Uniforms from the 1990s, 
and current Coast Guard.  If anyone has an Air Force and/or 
Navy uniform you would like to display with us next year, 
please contact a member of the committee.  We continue to 
add to our display of photos of our past and present service 
members.  If you come across yours or a family member’s, 
throughout the year, feel free to give to Jenny at the parish 
office for scanning to be included in the next dinner’s display.  
Our goal is to fill the walls with our military to honor them 
for their service to our country. 

Also, in November, we collected items to send to our 
military members who were deployed over Christmas.  Our 
parish had seven sons and grandsons who were stationed in 
England, Germany, Guam, Afghanistan, Korea, and Kuwait.  
We also sent items to Chaplain Daniel Swartz (former semi-
narian here at St. Peter) for his Marine unit at Camp Pend-
leton.  Due to the over-whelming response from our parish-
ioners, we were able to send each soldier two boxes of various 
items for them to share with their fellow soldiers.  Pack 14 
collected items in January and a care package is being com-
piled to send to them. 

On December 14, we held the Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca ceremony once again at St. Margaret’s Cemetery.  The 
weather was anything but cooperative, but Fr. Hahn conduct-
ed the prayer service and blessing of the wreaths without fail.  
Thank you to those who came out to help lay wreaths and to 
those who purchased wreaths.  All are welcome to join us for 
this ceremony that coincides with the laying of the Wreaths at 
Arlington Cemetery in DC and honor our veterans that are 
deceased. 

The committee served Coffee & Donuts at the Febru-
ary spot.  Several members came and helped with this event.  
We had a display of posters showing what the committee has 
done.  We are on break for a little while . . .  The committee’s 
next event is providing refreshments following the Memorial 
Day Mass at St. Margaret’s Cemetery.   

Please continue to pray for our Military.  If you have 
any questions or suggestions, please contact the committee 
chairs – Michael & Cecilia Althouse. 

 Miryante Children’s Home in Uganda has ex-
panded the services they offer.  Orphaned children in an 
extremely poor area in eastern Uganda, who have serious 
health issues such as HIV or cancer, are now receiving 
assistance to meet their many needs.  St. Gyavira 
Buyende Home is managed by Miryante staff and pro-
vides services to cover the children’s medical care and 
help provide food, clothing, and school fees.  Social 
Workers meet with the caregivers and children weekly to 
provide the family a meal and offer training in parenting 
skills.   
 How can you help the children at Miryante?  You 
might be interested in sponsoring a child.  Go to the 
Miryante website:  https://miryanteorphanage.org.  You 
can choose to sponsor a child for $40/month.  Follow the 
prompts on the website.  There are also sponsorship flyers 
in the office and in the vestibule as you enter the church.  
If you have any questions you can email Laura Corcoran 
at:  miryanteorphanshome@gmail.com.  If you are unable 
to sponsor a child financially you can choose to corre-
spond with a child, and send them a monthly card or let-
ter.  To be matched with a child email Laura Corcoran at 
the address above.  It means so much to a child to have 
someone who thinks they are very “special” in their life.  
The address for Miryante is:   

 
Miryante Children’s Home 
P.O. Box 143 
Mubende 
Uganda 
 Be sure to use an international postage stamp.  It 
also helps the translators if you print your message in-
stead of using cursive writing. 
 A group from the consortium is planning on mak-
ing a pilgrimage to Miryante in October of this year.  For 
more information contact Diane Corcoran at dianecorco-
ran7@gmail.com. 
 

Little Flowers Girls Club 
By Judy Harness 

 The Little Flowers Girls Club has bloomed this 
year adding 6 new girls!  The girls have been meeting 
since October and have learned about the virtues of order-
liness, initiative, eutrapelia, and friendliness.  The girls 
range from kindergarten through 5th grade and are a com-
bination of Bishop Flaget students, homeschoolers and 
members of both St. Peter and St. Mary parishes.  The 
girls will be continuing their meetings now on the 4th 
Mondays of the month after school.  They are looking 
forward to providing a parish-wide Mother's Day tea on 
May 10th.  Please keep our Little Flowers in your prayers!  

https://miryanteorphanage.org
mailto:miryanteorphanshome@gmail.com
mailto:dianecorcoran7@gmail.com
mailto:dianecorcoran7@gmail.com


Marriage preparation and pre-Cana classes are required.  Thus, 
the engaged couple must make initial arrangements by con-
tacting the parish at least eight months prior to the desired mar-
riage date.  You or your fiancee should be a registered parishion-
er for at least eight months before beginning preparation. 
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Baptism 

Marriage Preparation 

Pre-Baptism instruction for parents who have not previously 
attended, and for parents for which it has been 4 years or longer 
since the Baptism of their last child, is required.  Please call the 
office to make arrangements for classes.  Baptisms are held by 
appointment only.       

Communion to the Sick  

Because the sick and homebound are prevented from cele-
brating the Eucharist with the rest of the community, the 
visits during which they receive Holy Communion are very 
important. In receiving the Body and Blood of Christ, the sick 
are united sacramentally to the Lord and are reunited with 
the Eucharistic community. If you or another parishioner you 
know is unable to attend Mass, please contact the office so 
that the Body of Christ can be brought to him or her.   

Bethesda Healing Ministry 

We are a group of mothers and fathers who have suffered the 
experience of abortion.  We gather twice a month to share, 
heal, and grow.  We are now experiencing the gift of God’s 
healing love.  We’ve been there: We Understand.  Contact us at 

We’re on the Web! See us at: www.stpeterchillicothe.com 

 

PREGNANT  & NEED HELP? 
Call Option Line at 
1-800-395-HELP. 

 Confidential, caring assistance is available.  
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We are also on  Facebook!  Like our Page! 

St. Peter Church, Chillicothe: A Community founded on Adoration and  
Presence to the poor. 


